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Hank Williams vs. Traditional Hawaiian Music



Hank Williams (1923-1953)
➔ Born in Mount Olive, Alabama
➔ Was one of the most acclaimed country 

singer / songwr iters of his t ime with 7 number  one 
hits and 30 songs on the Billboard top 100 country 
and western char t

➔ Began to play the guitar  at  age 8 and debuted on the 
radio at  age 13

➔ Was heavily inf luenced by Afr ican Amer ican Blues 
➔ Incorporated extensive slide guitar  accompaniment 

behind basic chord progressions and patterns
➔ Is heralded often as the “father  of country music” 

due to his great inf luence on the genre



Early Country Music
➔ Or iginated in the U.S in the 1930s 
➔ The ear liest  recordings were made from the 

Grand Ole Opry in Tennessee which broadcasted 
them to radios around the country

➔ It  was branded as “Western Music” due to its 
clip-clop rhythms and its content which 
addressed hear tbreak, cowboys, and gunfights

➔ Out of this, a sub genre emerged called “western 
swing” which used amplif ied instruments like 
slide guitar

➔ The lyr ics often told stor ies which became an 
integral par t  of the genre and what it  is today



Hawaii
Populat ion: 1.4 Mill ion

Language: No off icial language, commonly spoken languages include English and 
Hawaiian

Ethnicit ies: White 27% /  Asian 37% /  Nat ive Hawaiian 10% /  Afr ican Amer ican 3%



Facts and Geographical Information
➔ Admit ted to the union in 1959 as the 50th 

state
➔ The only state located in Oceania
➔ The island was conquered in the late 18th 

century by Chief Kamehameha. His family 
maintained control over  the island unt il 
1872

➔ President Will iam Mckinley annexed 
Hawaii in 1897 

➔ A hub of volcanic act ivity in the U.S.



Culture 
➔ Hawaii is known for  is relaxed culture and 

fr iendly demeanor .
➔ In fact , fr iendliness is mandatory. The 

“Aloha Spir it ”, otherwise known as the 
greet ing “Aloha”, is a mandated 
philosophy which dictates, “Each person 
must think and emote good feelings to 
others” (Hawaii State Const itut ion [§5-
7.5])).

➔ “Mo’olelo” is known as the Hawaiian  r itual 
of storytelling. It  is used in plays, dances, 
and songs. 



Hawaiian Music 
➔ Are meant to tell stor ies, usually about Hawaiian 

folklore 
➔ Usually, Hawaiian songs are in a major  key, the 

lyr ics chronicle t radit ion, and the tone is usually 
joyous

➔ Discusses Hawaiian t radit ion and is a t radit ion in 
and of itself

➔ It ’s use of slide guitar  became wor ld renowned, and 
it ’s inf luence on country music is st il l  seen today

➔ Generally simple chords, melodies, and rhythms



Hawaiian Music Cont. 

Simple t ime signature 
and chords

Subject  matter  is 
joyful and the song is 

in a major  key

Played on 
ukulele



Instruments of Hawaiian Music

Ukulele

Slide Guitar

Slack Key Guitar



https:/ / www.youtube.com/ wat
ch?v=92KOFmiu5Mo

➔ Wr it ten by Cha r les King in  1926 and 
or igina lly t it led “Ke Ka li Nei Au”

➔ Most  famously r ecor ded by Andy 
Williams in  the la te 50s 

➔ Simple r hythm and melody
➔ Most , if not  a ll r ecor dings, conta in  

ukulele, a coust ic guita r ,and  slide 
guita r  only

➔ Lyr ics Discuss t r adit ion in  a  wa r m, 
fr iendly tone 

The Hawaiian Wedding 
Song

This is the moment
I' ve wa ited for . 

I can hea r  my hea r t  singing.
Soon bells will be r inging.

This is the moment
Of sweet  Aloha. 

I wil l love you longer  than 
forever .

Promise me that you will 
leave me never .

Here and now, dear , 
All my love I vow dear . 

Promise me that you will 
leave me never . 

I wil l love you longer  than 
forever . 

Now that we are one, 
Clouds won't  hide the sun.
Blue skies of Hawaii smile 
On this, our  wedding day.

I do love you
With all my hear t .

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=92KOFmiu5Mo


Long Gone Lonesome Blues
➔ Writ ten by Hank Will iams in 1950 

and reached number  1 on the 
country/ western char ts

➔ Played with slide guitar , acoust ic 
guitar , drums, and bass

➔ Simple 2/ 4 (alla breve) t ime 
signature and chords 

➔ Lyr ics are lament ing and 
melancholy 

ht tps:/ / www.youtube.com/
watch?v=voi1EHlD5No

I went down to the r iver  to 
watch the f ish swim by
But I got to the r iver  so 

lonesome I wanted to die, 
oh Lord

And then I jumped in the 
r iver , but the doggone r iver  

was dry
She's long gone, and now 

I'm lonesome blue

I had me a woman who 
couldn't  be true

She made me for  my money 
and she made me blue

A man needs a woman that 
he can lean on

But my leanin' post is done 
left  and gone

She's long gone, and now 
I'm lonesome blue

I'm gonna f ind me a r iver , 
one that 's cold as ice

And when I f ind me that 
r iver , Lord I'm gonna pay 

the pr ice, oh Lord
I'm goin' down in it  three 
t imes, but Lord I'm only 

comin' up twice
She's long gone, and now 

I'm lonesome blue

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=voi1EHlD5No


Differences 

Long Gone Lonesome Blues The Hawaiian Wedding Song

➔ Lyr ics a r e gr im and discuss 
hea r tbr eak

➔ Instr umenta l a r r angement  
is mor e complex and 
sophist ica ted ut ilizing 
per cussion and bass guita r

➔ Lyr ics a r e joyful and discuss 
t r adit ion 

➔ Instr umenta l a r r angement  
is simple solely r elying on 
ukelele and slide guita r



Similarities 

Secondary Link: Both feature simplist ic rhythmic 
accompaniment and use very few dif ferent chords over  the 
vocals.

Pr imary Link: Both feature prominent use of the steel guitar  
using it  as a solo instrument to play melodies rather  than 
rhythm. Since they both play in the same manner  and in 
similar  ionian scales,  the par ts are vir tually 
interchangeable.
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